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Description, Pages 

1-16 

Claims, Numbers 
1-14 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/3-3/3 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



These elements ware available or furnished ,o this Authority in the Wowing language: , whieb is- . 

O 2 LT 398 ' T' afon ,l,rnlShed PU,POSeS °' intema ' fo " al ~* <— ' Rule 23 , ,b), 

□ the language of publ,oation of the international applioation (under Rule 48 3(b)) 

BttgSS&'gg" 0 " " ,mfehed " *' PU,POSeS °* in,ernaBo ' la ' —"on (under 

a «lXa»K^^ 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

D listing does not go beyond the disclosure 

D Efn^ r6COrded in COm P Uter form is identica. to the wrKten sequence 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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6. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 


Claims 
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No: 
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No: 


Claims 
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Claims 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1) 



k k 2 1 1 5 diSC ' 0SeS 3 meth ° d f ° r increasin 9 oil recovery from a oil reservoir in 
wh,ch method gas is injected into the reservoir, comprisingThe steps of 

plTeTXele), ^ OXy9en - r,Ch fraCtion and a nitrogen-rich fraction (see 
-providing a natural gas stream and leading the natural gas stream and at least 
part of the oxygen-rich fraction to a reformer 2 for conversion to synthesis gas 
mainly comprising H2, CO, CQ2 and .ower amounts of non-converted methane 
water vapour and nitrogen (see table 1 ) metnane, 

(seeTat^f hi9hSr hydr ° Carb ° nS fr ° m the *» a synthesis gas unit 

The problem may be regarded as how to reduce the surface tension between gas 
r^oi* t0 C ° ntribUte t0 b ° th reC ° Ver * and ^abilisa^ of the 



18 S ° IV6d in kn ° Wn meth ° d tnrOU9h the Anguishing features of 
tZ lo7To?f: gaS t a H d 7 tr ° 9en - rich are injected into the oil reservoir. 
aZ2^*" ^ d ' SC,OSe NeCtl0n ° f nitr0ge " int ° the »~ to 

The same problem and solution approach applies for method claim 8, and the two 
features 9 3 M ™ *** lnC ' Ude the Same distinguishing 

Since said distinguishing features are neither known nor suggested by the prior art 

1 ' 3 ' 8 and 10 ^ req^emfnts of 

2) The applicant should have taken into account the following points- 
' IluT* ; h l Conclseness ^quirement of Art. 6 PCT the set of claims should 
cTinr ! m T Um neC6SSary nUmber ° f '"dependent claims in any one 

by claims 1 3, 8 and 1 0, as in the present case it is considered appropriate to use 
only one independent apparatus claim and one independant method daim 
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2. 
3. 

4. 



Line 25 in page 15 is not clear since there is no fig. 4 (Art. 6 PCT). 

The unit bar employed in on pages 7-8 is not recognized in international practice 
contrary to the requirements of Rule 1 0. 1 (d) PCT. 

According to the requirements of Rule 11.1 3(l) PCT reference signs not appearing 
in the description shall not appear in the drawings, and vice versa This 
requirement is not met in view of the reference signs 26 in page 9, and reference 
signs 14, 25, 13 and 24 in page 10, and reference signs 21, 28 and 29 in fiqs 1 
and 3. 



6. 



Claims referring back to a single previous independant claim shall be grouped 
together (R. 6.4(c) PCT). This requirement is not fulfilled by claim 12. 

Rules 5.1 (a) (ii) PCT reference to the document D1 (WO 97/121 18 cited in EP1 
004 746 from the search report) and its disclosure. 
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